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BUSH  FAMILY  DOCUMENTS 

SOURCES  WHICH  REVEAL  THE  EARLY  ENVIRONMENT  OF 
LINCOLN'S  STEPMOTHER 


SARAH  BUSH  LINCOLN,  step- 
mother of  Abraham  Lincoln,  was 
born  in  what  is  now  Hardin  County, 
Kentucky,  on  December  13,  1788,  just 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  this 
month.  This  would  seem  to  be  an 
appropriate  time  to  publish  in  "The 
Lincoln  Kinsman"  some  information 
about  the  Bush  family  and  the  en- 
vironment in  which  Sarah  was 
reared. 

This  can  best  be  achieved  by  sub- 
mitting copies  of  public  records 
which  speak  with  authority  about 
the  family,  and  also  by  publishing 
some  of  the  folklore  which  has  been 
preserved.  There  will  be  no  attempt 
to  weave  this  data  into  a  biographical 
sketch  of  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln. 

Dutch  Immigrants 

Every  Lincoln  biographer  who  has 
mentioned  the  Bush  family  has  given 
them  a  German  origin.  One  of  the 
members  of  the  family,  writing  in 
1934,   makes  this  comment   about   a 


story   of   Sarah   Bush   in   which   her 
German  ancestry  is  mentioned: 

"Sarah  Bush,  as  you  may  know, 
was  my  great-aunt.  Her  Father, 
Christopher  Bush,  was  my  great 
great-grandfather,  and  as  stated  in 
the  booklet,  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Hardin  County;  his  brother 
having  been  scalped  by  the  Indians 
within  a  few  weeks  after  arriving  in 
Kentucky  and  before  the  first  fort  at 
Elizabethtown  was  completed.  There 
is  only  one  thing  I  have  fault  to  find 
with  the  Historian  who  prepared  that 
very  interesting  booklet,  and  that  is 
that  he  says  Christopher  Bush  was  of 
German  descent  which  was  not  a  fact. 
His  grandfather  first  settled  in  New 
York  with  the  early  Dutch  settlers 
in  this  City,  and  came  from  Rotter- 
dam and  not  from  Germany.  My 
Father  was  always  very  careful  to 
say  this  as  he  always  referred  to  his 
parental  ancestors  as  Dutchmen  and 
that  was  often  confused  in  olden 
times  as  being  of  German  descent." 
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Early  Land  Grants 

Christopher  Bush  was  entering 
land  in  Kentucky  as  early  as  August 
9,  1781,  as  the  Possessioners  Report 
Book  for  Nelson  County  under  that 
date  contains  the  following  mem- 
orandum: 

"Christopher  Bush  enters  200 
acres  of  land  on  a  treasurers  war- 
rent  No.  5166  on  Hardin's  Creek, 
including  a  mill  seat." 

John  Helm,  pioneer  surveyor  of 
western  Kentucky,  whose  old  records 
are  now  in  possession  of  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Foundation,  makes  this 
entry  in  his  memorandum  book 
which  indicates  that  Bush  was  hav- 
ing his  land  properly  identified : 

Christopher  Bush  Survey 

"Surveyed  for  Christopher  Bush 
293  acres  of  land  in  Jefferson 
County  on  the  head  of  Hardin 
Creek,  a  branch  of  Rough  Creek 
adjoining  Bladen  Ashby's  500  acre 
survey. 

"John  Helm 

"June  the   17,   1784" 

There  is  also  a  record  of  interest 
in  Land  Book  B,  Jefferson  County. 
The  following  notice  is  on  page  49: 

"June  7,  1785,  Christopher  Bush 
received  from  the  office  a  Treas- 
urer Warrant  No.  14809  for  998 
acres.  209  acres  is  surveyed  and 
206  stands  entered." 

The  area,  now  known  as  Hardin 
County,  in  which  the  Bush  family  re- 
sided was  once  a  part  of  Nelson 
which  was  formerly  included  in  the 
boundaries  of  Jefferson. 

Commissioner^  Reports 

The  commissioner's  tax  books  for 
Hardin  County  reveal  interesting 
facts  about  thq  economic  conditions 


of  the  Bush  family  in  their  early  ex- 
perience in  Kentucky.  When  Sarah 
Bush  was  five  years  old  in  1793,  her 
father  listed  for  taxation  495  acres 
of  land,  three  horses,  and  seven  cat- 
tle. Ten  years  later  when  Sarah  was 
fi-fteen,  Christopher  Bush  was  in  pos- 
session of  1020  acres  of  land  in  Har- 
din County  and  1000  acres  in  Breck- 
inridge County. 

The  following  year,  on  October  14, 
1794,  Christopher  purchased  the  fol- 
lowing lots  in  Elizabethtown,  Hardin 
County:  numbers  28,  31,  33.  His 
son,  Samuel,  purchased  lots  35  and 
37,  and  Isaac  Bush,  another  son, 
bought  lot  number  38. 

An  Industrious  Pioneer 

In  the  archives  of  the  Lincoln  Na- 
tional Life  Foundation  may  be  seen 
two  old  documents  bearing  the  name 
of  Christopher  Bush  and  dated  as 
early  as  1782.  A  certain  Richard 
James  had  passed  away,  and  in  the 
settlement  of  his  estate  two  papers 
were  submitted  which  throw  some 
light  on  the  industry  of  Bush.  It 
appears  as  if  Bush  must  have  raised 
a  crop  of  corn  in  the  summer  of 
1781,  as  he  sold  eleven  bushels  to 
James  previous  to  July  7,  1782.  Bush 
also  did  hauling  for  James.  When 
James'  effects  were  put  up  for  sale 
after  his  death,  some  old  cards  were 
acquired  by  Bush  which  were  used 
for  combing  cotton,  wool,  flax,  and 


Rich^nond  James   Estate 
Bush   Account 
The  estate  of  Richard  James  Dr; 
to   Christopher   Bush 

To  eleven  bushels  of  corn  3 
shillings   per   bushel    IL.     13s 

For  bringing  up  sundry  articles 
from  Hardin  Settlement  to  Severns 
Valley  5  shillings. 
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This  day  came  Christopher  Bush 
before  me  one  of  the  justices  of 
the  "Countey  of  Jeffinson"  and 
made  oath  that  the  above  account 
is  just  and  true  sworn  this  7th  day 
of  July  1782 

(Note — the  justice  failed  to  sign 
his  name.) 

Inventory 

Memorandum     of     the     sale  of 

Rich'd  James  effects. 

L.  S.  D 

Thomas  Tobin  a  saddle—. 0.  7.  6 

John    Vertreese    rasp 0.  5.  0 

Christopher  Bush  cards   0.  4.  6 

Thomas  Tobin  yarn  and 

thread  0.  6.  0 

Stephen  Rawlings  spell- 
ing  book   0.  14.  0 

Jacob  Funk  a  gun 1.  10.  0 

John    Handley    spinning 

wheel  0.  8.  0 

John  Dorrett  pot 2.  8.  0 

Do.   axe  0.  13.  0 

William  Scott  old  iron_   _0.  10.  0 


6.      0 


(No  date) 


Early  Bush  and  Lincoln  Family 
Contacts 

Hananiah  Lincoln,  cousin  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  grandfather  of  the 
President,  was  living  near  Eliza- 
bethtown  in  1794,  and  an  entry  from 
the  Hardin  County  Order  Book  of 
that  year  reveals  his  association  with 
Christopher  Bush. 

July  28,  1795 
"Ordered  that  Christopher  Bush, 
Daniel  Linder,  Stephen  Raw^lins, 
and  Hananiah  Lincoln  after  being 
duly  sw^orn  do  view  the  most  con- 
venient w^ay  for  a  road  from  Ja- 
cob Van  Meter's  mill  to  the  Court 


House     and     report     at     the     next 
court." 

This  may  have  been  the  beginning 
of  a  long  and  intimate  acquaintance 
of  the  Bush  and  Lincoln  families 
which  was  finally  consummated  by 
Thomas  Lincoln's  marrying  one  of 
Christopher  Bush's  daughters. 

It  is  known  that  Thomas  Lincoln 
went  to  live  with  his  father's  cousin, 
Hananiah  Lincoln,  as  early  as  July, 
1796  at  Elizabethtown  where  he  was 
steadily  employed  by  Mr.  Haycraft 
on  a  mill  site.  He  was  then  twenty 
years  of  age  and  was  undoubtedly 
thrown  much  in  company  with 
Christopher  Bush  and  his  famliy. 

Thomas  Lincoln  became  intimate- 
ly acquainted  with  Christopher  Bush 
in  1805.  Between  the  year  1797  and 
1802  Thomas  was  with  his  uncle 
Isaac  in  Tennessee  and  then  back 
with  his  mother  in  Washington  Coun- 
ty, Kentucky,  but  by  1803  he  had 
taken  up  his  residence  permanently 
in  Elizabethtown.  About  this  time 
Christopher  Bush  began  to  take  an 
interest  in  politics,  and  he  received 
an  appointment  as  captain  of  a  pa- 
trol in  which  Thomas  Lincoln  was 
one  of  his  patrolers. 

"Ordered  that  Christopher  Bush, 
Robert  C.  Slaughter,  Thomas  Lin- 
coln, Gregory  Glasscock,  be  and 
they  are  hereby  appointed  patrol- 
ers in  the  northwardly  district  of 
this  County  and  the  said  Christo- 
pher Bush  be  and  he  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed Captain  of  said  Patrolers." 
Order  Book  B,  17,  Hardin  County 
Court. 

Christopher  Bush  Family 

The  wife  of  Christopher  Bush  was 
named  Hannah,  but  we  do  not  know 
her   maiden   name.    There   were   six 
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sons  and  three  daughters  in  the  fam- 
ily. The  boys'  names  were  William, 
Samuel,  Isaac,  Elijah,  Christopher, 
Jr.,  and  John.  The  girls  were  Han- 
nah, Rachel,  and  Sarah. 

Christopher  Bush  made  his  will 
on  February  24,  1812,  and  it  was 
probated  on  February  8,  1813.  In 
this  will  the  pioneer  states,  "I  have 
already  given  to  all  my  children  ex- 
cept Christopher  and  John  their  full 
share  of  my  estate  both  real  and  per- 
sonal and  being  desirous  that  my  two 
sons  namely  Christopher  and  John 
shall  be  secured  in  my  estate  equal  to 
what  I  have  given  the  rest  of  my 
children  who  have  left  me  namely  my 
sons  William,  Samuel,  Isaac  and 
Elijah  and  my  daughters  Hannah 
Radley,  Rachel  Smallwood  and  Sal- 
ly Johnston — ."  Christopher  then 
sees  to  it  by  certain  bequests  that  his 
two  sons  shall  receive  their  share  of 
the  estate  and  that  his  wife  will  not 
be  forgotten. 

From  another  document  we  learn 
the  name  of  his  daughters'  husbands 
On  July  1,  1818,  the  heirs  of  Chris 
topher  Bush  sold  to  Richard  A.  Tay 
lor  lot  number  28  in  Elizabethtown 
and  the  names  of  all  the  above  men 
tioned  children  appear  in  the  deed 


The  names  of  the  three  daughters' 
husbands  also  appear  along  with 
their  wives  as  follows:  "Ichabod 
Radley  and  Hannah  his  wife,  Sam- 
uel Smallwood  and  Rachel  his  wife, 
Sally  Johnston."  Sally  Johnston  at 
this  time  was  the  widow  of  Daniel 
Johnston. 

It  is  this  Sarah  Johnston  who  later 
married  Thomas  Lincoln  and  who 
is  responsible  for  our  study  of  the 
Bush  family.  A  few  notes  about  her 
brothers  are  of  interest. 

Brothers  of  Sarah  Bush 

It  is  evident  that  William  Bush 
was  the  oldest  son  of  Christopher, 
and  it  is  from  certain  inscriptions 
referring  to  him  that  we  learn  of 
the  apparent  early  residence  of  the 
family  before  coming  to  Kentucky. 

William  Bush  appears  as  a  chain 
carrier  in  a  survey  made  for  Thomas 
Dorsey  as  early  as  1785.  He  ac- 
quired 100  acres  of  land  from  Chris- 
topher and  Hannah  Bush  on  July  2, 
1794,  and  lists  for  taxation  that  year 
five  horses  and  thirteen  cattle. 

In  1817  he  built  an  attractive  brick 
home  which  may  still  be  standing,  as 
it  was  in  a  good  state  of  preserva- 
tion in  1920.  The  editor  of  "The 
Lincoln  Kinsman"  copied  down  these 
initials  which  were  in  the  gable  of 
the  structure:  "WB/EB/1817".  The 
EB  initials  stood  for  Elizabeth  Bush, 
wife  of  William. 

In  the  family  cemetery  close  by 
the  house  is  a  tombstone  with  this 
inscription:  "William  Bush  was 
born  in  New  Jersey  July,  1763.  Em- 
igrated to  Kentucky  1780.  Departed 
this  life  December  18,  1840".  In  the 
same  cemetery  is  another  stone,  some 
what  mutilated,  which  gives  the  name 
of  a   Christopher  Bush,   probably  a 
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son   of  William,   who   was   born    in      found    its    way    into    Abraham   Lin- 
1811  and  died  in  1842.  coin's  hands. 


Inasmuch  as  the  tombstone  of  Wil- 
liam Bush  indicates  that  he  was  born 
in  New  Jersey,  it  is  possible  that  it 
was  from  this  state  that  the  Bush 
family  migrated  to   Kentucky. 

In  1809  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Wil- 
liam Bush  were  on  the  same  jury. 
Later  on,  in  1828,  William  Bush  ac- 
quired the  Knob  Creek  farm  on 
which  Thomas  Lincoln  was  living  in 
1816  when  he  left  Kentucky. 

In  1804  Samuel  Bush,  second 
son  of  Christopher,  served  on  a  jury 
with  Thomas  Lincoln  and  also  be- 
came associated  with  him  in  a  road 
petition.  There  are  other  instances 
where  the  two  young  men  were 
brought  together.  Samuel's  wife's 
name  was  Peggy,  and  on  one  occas- 
ion he  purchased  at  the  local  store  in 
Elizabethtown  a  camel's  hair  shawl 
for  her. 

Thomas  Lincoln  seems  to  have 
been  more  often  in  the  company  of 
Isaac  Bush  than  any  other  members 
of  the  family.  It  was  with  Isaac 
that  he  made  a  flatboat  trip  to  New 
Orleans  in  1806.  On  March  fourth 
both  of  them  received  some  advance 
money  in  anticipation  of  the  trip.  On 
May  sixth  they  were  both  back  in 
Elizabethtown  again  and  both  pur- 
chased on  the  same  day  half  of  a 
calf  skin  for  some  new  boots.  Some 
other  interesting  purchases  were 
made  by  Isaac.  He  bought  a  dic- 
tionary for  six  shillings,  a  copy  of 
Scott's  Lessons  for  seven  shillings 
and  six  pence,  and  the  same  day 
purchased  several  items,  noted  as 
sundries,  for  his  sister,  Sarah  John- 
ston. One  wonders  if  his  copy  of 
Scott's  Lessons  is  the  one  that  finally 


On  May  20,  1806,  Thomas  Lincoln 
loaned  Isaac  Bush  fifteen  pounds  in 
gold,  and  two  days  later  Isaac  or- 
dered a  new  suit  of  clothes.  There 
are  numerous  entries  of  Isaac  Bush 
in  the  Bleakley  and  Montgomery 
store  book.  Thomas  Lincoln's  ma- 
jor transaction  with  Isaac,  however, 
was  the  purchase  from  him  on  De- 
cember 12,  1808  of  the  farm  in  Larue 
County  where  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
born  the  following  February.  This 
farm  later  was  in  litigation  and  both 
Lincoln  and  Bush  had  some  difficul- 
ties in  trying  to  clear  their  titles.  It 
is  doubtful  if  either  one  of  them 
came  out  of  the  deal  without  suf- 
fering some  loss  in  the  venture. 

Not  very  much  is  known  about 
Elijah  Bush,  but  like  other  members 
of  the  Bush  family  he  was  a  well 
dressed  pioneer,  buying  at  one  time 
a  "furr  hat"  for  which  he  paid  one 
pound  and  sixteen  shillings  and  at 
another  time  two  pairs  of  men's 
gloves  and  one  pair  of  ladies'  gloves. 

We  will  hear  more  about  Chris- 
topher Bush,  Junior,  later.  He  was 
married  to  Polly  Goodin  by  Alexan- 
der M.  Dougal  on  April  2,  1815.  The 
wife  of  Sarah  Bush's  youngest 
brother,  John,  was  Margaret  or 
"Peggy"  as  she  was  called. 

Sisters  of  Sarah  Bush 

Hannah  Bush,  the  oldest  of  the 
three  sisters,  married  Ichabod  Rad- 
ley,  and  as  early  as  1802  Christopher 
Bush  sold  to  this  Ichabod  and  Han- 
nah seventy  acres  of  land.  Radley 
was  a  well  educated  easterner  em- 
ployed as  a  school  teacher,  and  he 
also  served  as  a  deputy  sheriff.  A  son 
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of  Ichabod  and  Hannah  served  as 
deputy  sheriff  of  Hardin  County  for 
several  years. 

Little  is  known  about  Samuel 
Smallwood  who  married  Rachel  Bush 
other  than  his  coming  from  an 
Elizabethtown  family  which  had  fur- 
nished brick  for  most  of  the  early 
brick  dwellings  in  the  town.  The 
Smallwoods  moved  west  very  early, 
and  there  is  a  tradition  that  they 
were  largely  responsible  for  Sarah 
Bush  Lincoln  and  her  husband  re- 
maining in  Illinois  in  1831  instead  of 
returning  to  Indiana  as  they  had 
planned. 

On  March  12,  1803  the  Severn 
Valley  Baptist  church  published  a 
list  of  members,  and  the  names  of 
Elizabeth,  Samuel,  Margaret,  Han- 
nah, and  Rachel  Bush  appear.  The 
first  three  named  were  received  into 
the  church  by  baptism  on  January 
9,  1802  and  Hannah  came  in  by 
baptism  on  February  12  the  same 
year.  Later  on  Rachel  Bush  joined 
the  congregation.  Evidently  Eliza- 
beth was  the  wife  of  William  Bush 
and  Margaret  or  "Peggy"  was  the 
wife  of  Samuel.  Sarah  was  too 
young  at  this  time  to  affiliate,  but 
she  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
church  in  Indiana  later  on. 

The  Traditional  Lincoln-Bush 
Ro-mance 

There  is  a  tradition  that  Thomas 
Lincoln  and  Sarah  Bush  were  sweet- 
hearts until  Sarah  chose  Daniel 
Johnston  in  preference  to  her  father's 
and  brothers'  close  friend.  Thomas 
Lincoln  was  well  acquainted  with 
Sally  Bush  we  may  assume  by  the 
many  associations  of  Thomas  with 
her  father  as  well   as  her  brothers. 


When  Thomas  was  serving  in  the 
same  patrol  with  Christopher  Bush  in 
1805,  Sally  was  then  but  sixteen 
years  old  while  Thomas  was  twenty- 
nine,  thirteen  years  her  senior. 

Thomas  Lincoln  and  Sarah  Bush's 
brother,  Isaac,  had  been  contem- 
plating a  trip  to  New  Orleans,  and 
probably  started  in  their  flatboat 
March  fourth.  One  week  later,  on 
March  eleventh,  Sarah  married  Dan- 
iel Johnston.  Upon  the  return  of 
Thomas  and  Isaac  two  months  later, 
both  of  them  bought  gifts  for  Mrs. 
Johnston.  About  one  month  from  the 
time  Thomas  Lincoln  arrived  from 
New  Orleans  he  married  Nancy 
Hanks.  It  would  appear  from  these 
facts  that  Thomas  Lincoln,  who  had 
known  Nancy  Hanks  for  many  years, 
was  rather  quick  to  carry  on  a  court- 
ship, propose  marriage,  and  have  the 
ceremony  performed  all  within  a 
month. 

The  Johnston-Bush  Family 

If  Sarah  Bush  chose  Daniel  John- 
ston in  preference  to  Thomas  Lin- 
coln she  made  a  very  poor  choice, 
if  the  public  records  may  be  used 
as  evidence,  for  Johnston  was  most 
certainly  a  failure.  He  was  usually 
without  money,  and  two  of  his 
brothers-in-law,  Samuel  and  Chris- 
topher, Jr.,  indorsed  his  notes  which 
he  was  unable  to  pay,  the  former  for 
eighty  dollars  and  the  latter  for  twen- 
ty-five dollars.  Court  proceedings 
which  followed  showed  Johnston  to 
be  without  funds.  He  ran  up  a  bill 
at  the  local  store  which  another 
brother-in-law,  Isaac,  paid  in  part, 
the  rest  being  taken  care  of  by  a 
promisory  note  in  payment  for  the 
value.    Under  his  account  someone, 
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possibly  the  proprietor  of  the  store, 
wrote  this  brief  notation :  "An  empty 
vessel  makes  the  most  noise". 

Johnston  was  certainly  an  "empty 
vessel",  and  when  he  received  the  op- 
portunity of  becoming  jailer  in  1814 
and  found  it  necessary  to  secure 
bondsmen  before  he  could  qualify 
for  the  office  not  a  single  member  of 
the  Bush  family  came  forward  to 
sign  the  papers.  It  is  evident  that  the 
life  of  Sarah  Bush  Johnston  was  not 
a  happy  one  and  the  court  records 
give  a  sad  picture  of  the  closing  of 
this  first  matrimonial  venture  of 
Sarah  Bush.  A  court  order  of  April 
14,  1817  reads  as  follows:  "On  mo- 
tion of  Matthew  M.  Culley,  who  took 
the  oath  required  by  law  and  to- 
gether with  William  Parcees,  his  se- 
curity, entered  into  and  acknow- 
ledged bond  in  the  penalty  of  one 
hundred  dollars,  the  administration 
of  the  estate  of  Daniel  Johnston,  de- 
ceased, is  granted  him,  the  widow  of 
Daniel  Johnston,  deceased,  having  in 
open  court  declared  that  she  refused 
to  take  upon  herself  the  burden  of 
said  administration." 

In  the  meantime,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide for  her  little  family  consisting 
of  two  girls,  Elizabeth  and  Matilda, 
and  her  little  boy,  John  D.  John- 
ston, she  acquired  a  cabin  and  a 
piece  of  ground  just  outside  the  lim- 
its of  Elizabethtown.  A  copy  of  the 
deed  of  conveyance  is  herewith  pre- 
sented : 

Sarah  Johnston  Deed   from   Hay- 
craft 

"This  indenture  made  this  seven- 
teenth day  of  March  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighteen,  between  Samuel  Hay- 


craft  and  Peggy  his  wife,  of  the 
County  of  Hardin  and  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  of  the  one  part,  and  Sarah 
Johnston  of  the  same  county  and 
state  aforesaid  of  the  other  part  wit- 
nesseth;  that  the  same  Samuel  Hay- 
craft  and  Peggy  his  wife  for  and  in 
consideration  of  the  sum  of  twenty- 
five  dollars  to  them  in  hand  paid,  be- 
fore the  signing  and  sealing  and  de- 
livering of  these  presents  the  accept- 
ance whereof  is  hereby  acknow- 
ledged, have  this  day  granted  bar- 
gained and  sold  and  by  these  pres- 
ents grant  bargain  and  sell  to  the 
said  Sarah  Johnston  her  heirs  and 
assignees  forever  one  undivided 
moiety  or  half  part  of  a  certain  lot 
or  piece  of  ground  containing  one 
acre  and  one  quarter  lying  near 
Elizabethtown  adjoining  Benjamin 
Helm's  lots  or  the  lot  on  which  the 
said  Helm  now  lives,  which  lot  is 
bounded  as  follows;  to  wit  beginning 
about  four  feet  north  east  of  the 
south  east  corner  of  said  Helm  lot, 
being  near  the  house  formerly  occu- 
pied as  an  office;  running  thence 
south  70  degrees  east,  20  poles  to  a 
stake;  thence  north  31  degrees  west 
22  poles  to  a  stake  in  a  line  of  said 
Helm's  lot;  thence  with  the  same  to 
the  beginning;  it  being  the  same  lot 
for  which  the  said  Sarah  Johnston 
holds  a  bond  on  the  said  Samuel 
Haycraft  dated  the  12th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary 1817.  The  moiety  hereby  con- 
veyed to  be  taken  of  the  end  adjoin- 
ing Ben  Helm's,  and  to  include  the 
house  the  said  Sarah  Johnston  now 
lives  in.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said 
undivided  moiety,  or  half  part  of  the 
aforesaid  lot  together  with  all  and 
singular  apurtances  thereunto  be- 
longing or  in  anywise  appertaining 
to  the  said  Sarah  Johnston  her  heirs 
and    asignee    forever,    and    the    said 
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Samuel  Haycraft  and  Peggy  his  wife 
do  further  warrant  and  agree  to  and 
with  the  same  Sarah  Johnston,  that 
they  will  ever  warrant  and  defend  the 
aforesaid  undivided  half  part  of  the 
said  lot  with  its  appurtances  from 
the  claim  of  themselves  their  heirs 
and  every  other  person  whatsoever 
claiming  the  same.  In  testimony 
thereto  the  said  Samuel  Haycraft  and 
Peggy  his  wife  have  hereunto  set 
their  hands  and  aflSx  this  seal  the 
day  of  the  year  first  above  men- 
tioned. 


"Sam  Haycraft 

her 

"Peggy  X  Haycraft 

mark 


seal" 


(Hardin   County   Court,   Deed   Book 
GPg213) 

The   Lincoln- Johnston   Nuptials 

Before  Thomas  Lincoln  moved  to 
Indiana  with  his  family  in  the  late 
fall  of  1816  he  must  have  known  of 
the  death  of  Sarah  Bush  Johnston's 
husband,  as  he  had  passed  away  dur- 
ing the  preceding  summer.  When 
Thomas  Lincoln's  wife,  Nancy,  died 
in  Indiana  he  was  forty-two  years 
old.  One  year  and  two  months  later 
as  Thomas  was  approaching  his  for- 
ty-fourth birthday  he  returned  to 
Elizabethtown  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  young  widow,  Sarah 
Johnston,  his  wife.  She  was  then 
thirty-one  years  old. 

It  is  one  of  Sarah  Bush's  younger 
brothers  who  comes  to  the  aid  of 
Thomas  Lincoln  this  time,  for  Chris- 
topher Bush,  son  of  the  pioneer,  steps 
forward  and  signs  the  marriage  bond. 


On  December  2,  1819  Reverend 
George  L.  Rogers,  a  minister  of  the 
Methodist  church,  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Widower  Thomas  Lin- 
coln and  Widow  Sarah  Bush  John- 
ston. Two  broken  families  were  thus 
brought  together  and  the  rare  privi- 
lege of  mothering  a  President  was 
given  to  the  stepmother  of  Thomas 
Lincoln's  children. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  introduced 
to  his  new  mother  when  he  was  nine 
years  of  age,  and  from  that  time  un- 
til he  was  twenty-one  he  was  con- 
tinually under  her  influence. 

Bush  Family  Cemetery  Inscriptions 

(near  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky) 

Elizabeth  wife  of  William  Died 
Aug.  16,  1854  Aged  75  y  6m  lOd. 

Sarah  Van  Meter  born  Sept.  1, 
1804  died  May  22,   1884 

George  W.  Bush  born  October  8, 
1836  died   Jan.    16,   1869. 

John  T.  Bush  Jan.  3,  1845  died 
Aug.  3,  1921  Mary  his  wife 

Charles  Patton  born  Jan.  16,  1822 
died  Nov.  30,  1864  Age  42  y  10  m 
14  d 

Katherine  wife  of  Chas.  B.  Dec.  21, 
1821  D  May  4,  186? 

Sam  Bush  B  1808  D  1855 

Samuel  Bush  B  1809  D  1870 
William  B  1806  D  1877 

Matilday  B  1813  D  1875 

John  Bush  B  Apr.  1,  1802  D  July 
5,  1852  Age  50  y  3  m  4d 

David  R.  Bush  B  July  10,  1811  D 
Aug.  14,  1853 

Henry  Bush  B  Aug.,  2,  1820  D 
June  27,  1847. 

Rebecca  Bush  Wife  B  Dec.  1825 
D  Sept.  26,  1847 
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